Taney Baseball 2004

Tee-Ball Rules

Age restrictions:

Must be at least five (5) years of age but no older than seven (7) by August 1, 2004, unless otherwise stipulated by Commissioners.

Field dimensions:

Bases will be a distance of 45 feet apart, with pitching mound a distance of 35 feet from the back corner of home plate.

Defense:

All players should be on the field.  All defensive players should be at approximately “normal” playing positions (e.g., first base, pitcher’s area, shortstop, etc.), with no more than six(6) in the infield.  It is discouraged for a “pitcher” to run down a batter; the “pitcher” should be encouraged to throw the ball to another fielder for the out.  The “pitcher” should be changed each inning.  The defensive team is permitted not more than two (2) adult coaches in the outfield, and no coaches in the infield.

Offense:

Before each game, the managers will exchange copies of their line-ups (batting order).  A player who arrives after the start of the game goes to the bottom of the batting order.  For the 5-year-old division, an inning will consist of eight (8) batters, or the number of players available if less than eight (8).  The following inning will continue through the roster (batter #9 through the end) and then back to batter #1 until eight (8) players bat in that inning, and so on, for all innings.  For the 6-7 year old division, an inning will consist of eight (8) batters, as above, OR three outs, whichever comes first.  In the 5-year-old division, if a player does not bat in his or her order, managers are permitted to go to the next batter without consequence (batting order remains the same for the next time around).  In the 6-7 year old division, if a player does not bat in his or her order, an “out” must be taken for the first missed at-bat.  For both divisions, the tee is to be placed in front of home plate (not on home plate); managers are responsible for removing the tee if a base runner is advancing toward home.  For the 5-year-old division, the offensive team is permitted one adult coach per base, or a total of three (3) adult base coaches.  For the 6-7 division, the offensive team is permitted no more than two (2) adult coaches, at first and third base; during the initial games only, if both managers agree, a third (3rd) adult coach may be placed at second base.  

Protests:

There are no protests in Tee-ball, since there are no standings or playoffs.

***ALWAYS HAVE A COPY OF THE RULES HANDY AT ALL GAMES!***

Rules:
1.
Games are four (4) innings in duration unless halted for bad weather or lack of light.  If at one (1) hour and 20 minutes from the SCHEDULED start time the game is still on, whatever inning the game is in at that point is the last inning that will be played.  If the 1:20 mark comes between innings, the game is immediately over.  A legal game is two (2) innings.

2. 
All players must be in full uniform during the game (TYBA-issued team shirt, pants, and cap), or they will NOT be allowed to play.  There will be no exceptions to this rule!  Shorts or other pants are not permitted; other baseball caps are not permitted.  Please remind your families about this!

3. 
All players must wear proper footwear, either sneakers or non-metal cleats.  Sandals or non-athletic footwear are not permitted.

4.
All batters and all base runners must wear protective head gear.

5.
There is no advance on overthrows.

6.
There is no stealing.  The base runner may not leave a base until the ball is hit off the tee.  There will be one warning for an infraction, then the runner will be called out.  For the 5-year-old division, managers may use their judgement in enforcing this rule.

7.
A base runner may advance only one base on a ball hit in the infield when the infielder throws the ball in the direction of a base to which the runner is advancing.  Play then stops; the ball is dead.  

8.
If the ball is hit into the outfield, play stops when the ball is thrown back to the infield and breaks the infield plane.  If a runner is more than halfway to the next base, he or she is awarded that base.  If the ball is thrown to a base and the fielder tags the runner before the runner reaches the base, the runner is out.  If a runner is hit with a batted ball, he or she is out.  If a runner is hit with a thrown ball, play continues.  Once the ball breaks the infield plane, play is DEAD; no further attempts can be made.

9. 
The batter receives six (6) swings (strikes) to put a ball in play; if the batter is unable to do this, he or she is out.  A hit ball must travel five (5) feet in fair territory be in play.  For the 5-year-old division, managers may use their judgement in enforcing this rule.

10. 
Practices should be held once a week for 1-1½ hours.  During practices, coaches and managers should work on baseball fundamentals, teaching the skills of catching, fielding ground balls, throwing, batting, and base running.  In addition, tee-ball players need to learn teamwork, the basic rules of baseball, and good sportsmanship.  Occasional scrimmages are permitted.

11.
EACH MANAGER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OR HER COACHES, PLAYERS, PARENTS, AND SPECTATORS DURING A GAME.  We expect good sportsmanship, positive encouragement, and  cheering; negative or disparaging comments are not permitted.  The Taney Youth Baseball Association Rules of Conduct apply to all Tee-ball games.  Specifically, there is no smoking allowed by coaches, parents, or spectators during games.

12.
Managers or coaches should keep score during games; however, there are no standings or play-offs.  Keeping score enables coaches to keep track of number of batters per inning, batting order, and outs.

13. 
UMPIRES: In Tee-ball, parent volunteers act as umpires.  If both teams agree, a single parent may umpire all innings; otherwise, it is expected that each team provide an umpire for two (2) innings.

14. 
If an offensive base coach interferes with a play, the player is out.  If a defensive coach interferes with a play, all runners advance one base.  In addition, for the 6-7 year old division only, if a coach touches a base runner while the ball is in play, the runner is out.

15. 
Only a manager has the right to question an umpire’s call.

16. 
Other rules are basic baseball rules.  Although fielders are encouraged to throw toward the correct base for an out (and play stops once the throw or out has been made), fielders are permitted to tag runners or bases for an out.  The only exception is the “pitcher,” who is discouraged from tagging runners other than a runner advancing home (since there is no catcher).

17. 
There is no “home” or “away” bench.  Both managers are responsible for taking out the benches prior to the first game, for putting the benches away after the last game of the day, and for cleaning up trash and debris after the game.

18.
Any problems or questions should be directed to and handled by the Commissioner of the Tee-Ball Division:
Tim Szuhaj    215-732-4892
***Please use your common sense in applying these rules.  Don’t be too literal and think of the spirit in which they were written.***
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